A sample fOrR A OReESS

making a paiR of wininGgas
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1 am slowly wWorking towaros
making a garment starting with
A WOOl fleece and ending with a
ORESS, 1.€. A frROCK

PREVIOUS PROJECTS:

¢ washing a fleece
(pennsic and St. €leGIUus 2016)

¢ WEAVING A Mmedleval Oraft
(laurel’'s tourney 2017 and kKé&q
A6S 2018]

¢ SpINNING fOR A ORESS
(St. €leGglus 2023]

fleece washed In A peErRIOO MANNER, PENNSIC 2016
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the goal

¢ make a ‘medium GRraode”
meoleval OReEsSS

¢ Medium GRraAOE = [ABRIC
woven at 40 threads per
Inch / ~16 threads peErR cm

¢ WEAVING A MeDIeVAl ORAft
was only 24 threads per
Inch
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the mtent

B
tO Weave at 40 €nds per
Inch, you need yarn that ' g
IS ROUGhly 80 WRApPS pPER | - S
Inch. _‘_“: ; B S 5N !TA?LEZ
ORESS NEEOS ~16,000 —_—. Wy —I g Y o

VAROS. e - 2

1 Set a Ggoal to finish
spmninGg the four
pounds of wool for the
ORESS anO Oisplay It here
today.

spinninGg for a Oress, St. €legius 2023
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pivot: making winingas

then a frieENY, ¢ 1 had weft yarn availasle
talan ap guelluirth, * 1t would BE a GReat sample
RECEIVED A WRItL fOR the OROER Oof my medium GRAOE yarn
Oof the chivalry and plans WOVEN up
changeo

¢ 1t Would BE GOOO practice

¢ We€aving something 4 Inches

FOR his €arly pERIOO pERSONa, wi1de shouldn’t Be that hard
I could make some leG WRAps

(WINnINGas)
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PROJECt SPECS

¢ as an e€levation GIft, 1 asked ¢ 9 YyarRO WaRrp
‘What 00 you wear now?’ (1 YARO Of loom waste]
INstead of tracking down

* 4" at 36 €pi
extant mformation

(there 1S some amount of

* needed two WRAps Of aBout shrInkage, often ~10%, SO 36
4" WIOE€ anod 144" (4 YaROS] €pl should BECOMeE 40 €pl
long After washing]

¢ 1,296 YAROS Of WARpP
(Already spunj

¢ equal of weft (to spin]
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fIRST ISSUE

* my loom was BuUSY

¢ had to fmish weaving the
towels 1 had started In 2021

¢ this technically has nothing
to 00 with the project, But
1 had to weave Ooff many
VAROS BEfORE 1 CcOUld BEGIN

1 still need to finish
hemming these towels
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the warp

¢ | started spmning this
shetland ~4 YEARS AGO as
the first attempt o spin
vVarn for my frock

* my father's stroke anod
eventual passing, plus a
moth mmfestation made€ It no
lonGger viaBle for that
PRroject

¢ BUC IT'S Oecent yarn
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a00ING SIZ€E

* WeavINngG 1S really mean to
WARP YaRN

¢ while not documentasle
(Because It completely
washes out] addING A starch
coating to warp helps
prReveNt BREAKS

¢ |1 use flax Ggoop
(COOK flax s€€dsS In water
until you Gget snot)

s0aking In flax Goo
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hanging the warp to Ory
AfterR S1ZzING In flax Goop

fishing weights help stretch
out some of the twist

/n
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wounod Off the ORIEO WaRp
INto A Ball to make 1t €asier
to wind the warp

GOoINGg Straight from the swift
to the warpinGg BOARO 1S A BAD
10€a AN 1l€ads to a 1ot of
BREAKAGE (LEARNED VIA A
OIfferent project]

W morwenna 0 hurlihie A sample for a ORess 1]



wound the warp

144 €nOsS At 9 YAROS

12

a sample for a Oress
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SLEYED REED

¢ the reed spaces the warp
evenly

LA H\\UHMIHHF‘"‘f")*/// //
A i ////
f" L

¢ this 1S A 12 dent ReED
(12 slots per Inch]

¢ threaded at 3 threads peEr
dent = 36 €pl

¢ extRa Off on the sI0€ WERE
SAVED [OR InevitaBle BROKEN
WaRrp threaos

e a1 O D T t IR
W morwenna 0 hurlihie A sample for a ORe€SS 13




threadINGg heddles

Lic il n-—"u

B Sy — WaRrped front to Back
| il ”mlﬂl//////////// eV

,|, ’”"" il €EVERY thread Goes through
it lHl “1 one heddle

usinGg 4 shafts of my 8
shaft BaBy wWolLf floor loom

l‘ ’/

43 W\l | * Oraft/pattern:

B 2-2 tWILL INn a 16 thread
herRINGBONE

(SI0€ Of V 1S 16 Threads]
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SECONQO ISSUE
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¢ |1 learned why lease sticks
ARE IMpoRrtant

¢ | lost the Ccross, sO the
threads WERE NOW In
tangled lumps of three.

¢ as 1 trRIEO TO WINO ON, WaRp
threads were already
BReEAKING Oue to the tangles.
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Beaming the

W morwenna 0 hurlihie

WARpP take two

¢ After A few days Of timeout
(And christmas]j

¢ unthreaded the heddles and
pass€d e€ach thread through
A SIngle dent In A second
REED

¢ Rethreaded hedlles
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WARP BEam

1 WAaSs SUCCESSfUl IN BEAMING
the warp with the second
ReEO Keeping all warp
threads separated

(neon post-1t 1Is my thrReadINg
patterRN REMINOER]
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Re-sleyinGg the actual Reed

morwenna 0 hurlihie

¢ ves, 1 had to re-sley the 12
Oent rReed 0O, BUL 1 GOt
the loom warpeod

¢* WARPING 1S A& PRrROCESS that 1s
GOoING tO have ISSUeEs

¢ learn to accept that you
WwiIll have to rRedO thinGgs as
you warp the loom
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only one threading

¢ After fmishing tying on,
you can start to weave
(yellow weft]

¢ this 1S where you fino all
the mistakes you made
threadING heddles and the
REED

¢ you then untie the warp
and rethread and Gget to
tRY aGgaIin (BROWN Weft)

W morwenna 0 hurlihie
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A sample for a ORe€SS

: ‘ 'l‘! I “‘.;. o‘h il
i i Ik {lL ‘ h&\‘\‘\

"I ‘ b
it “\\\‘\ui

‘,“h tl\ ‘

|
'.'\,‘

I {
{ |
A

19



spinninGg the weft

¢ now that the Loom 18
WARPED, 1 N€Ed the weft

¢ talan’s aARMS arR€ AZURE And
ARGENT, SO 1 planned on
spIMnNIiNGg some IoIGO Oyed
WwWoOool
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ISSUE three

¢ however, IOIGO 1S not
COlORfast

¢ While 1 could have rRINsSed 1t
A 1lot, 1 wWas Concerned
aBout what would happen If
he ever wore them In the
RAIN OR OEW
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to the stash!

¢ 0€ec10ed on Ggotland
the BReed Of sheep used to
make the elven cloaks In
lorRO Of the RrINGS

¢ later realized that 4 ounces
010 not make enough weft
and had to fINd MoRre

¢ thankfully my stash 1s 0€ep
and 1 found another BRaIO
from the same sheep
(PURChASED SEpARAtE YEARS]
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spin the weft

¢ started tO paniC BECAUSE |
still had to finish spinning
what was currently on my
spiInninGg wheel

¢ then reEMEMBERED 1 OWN 6
functional spmmninGg wheels
and 1 could just use a
OIfferent wheel

¢ WARp and WEeft are Both z-
spun (Clockwise€]
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wIindINGg a SKeIn

IN GENERAL, OON't GO StraiGht
from BOBBIN tOo loom, you
LR | SR I8 WInd the yarn onto a reel

T P wheel \ P
T A —
- e e -

a1
g

¢ lets you measure the
amount of yarn you maode€

BOBBIN

¢ helps even out the twist

¢ Ggets the varn Into a state
that's €asier to wash
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wound skem on reel
(this 18 actually the 2"° skeinj
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A SKE Of yaRrn

¢ fOR We€avInGg, you want a
high twist yarn

¢ this 1S A VERY high twist
VARN

* 0€ecI0ed to wash 1t to help
Relax and set the twist
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ORYING the WeLt skein

the weights help take out
some Of the over twist as
well

you can s€€ the skein as a
whole has twist

this 1S not an evenly Balanced
varn (often the goal of
MOOERN SPINNERS fOR KNnIttIng]

there 1S no si1ze on the weft
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windinGg quills

¢ In PERIOO you wWould €Ither use
A BUtteERflY Of varn OrR a stick
shuttle

¢ 1 am usinG a mMOoOERN BOAL
shuttle which has a quill
(BoBBIN] tOo hold the yarn

¢ post period, something Like a
GReat wheel would BE used to
wind the quills mstead of a
COROJLeSS Orill
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WEAVING!

¢ VAROS and VYarOs and vards
Oof the same pattern

¢ 1 placed Red thread when 1|
sat down fOor a session to
MEASURE PROGRESS
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¢ 1 liIstened to many audlo
BOOKS
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mom! 1 help!

the lght colored BLOB On
the weaving 1S A BUttERfly
Of warp thread, fIxing a
BROKEN WarRp threaod

It 1S SUrRpRrISINGLy OIfficult to
WEAVE WIth a cat on your
lap

W morwenna 0 hurlihie a s
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€EVEN hERRINGBONE
twill

* my Weaving wasn't entirely
€EVEN

¢ €nded up ~38 €pi

¢ pIcks per INch (how many
weft threads per Inchj
VARIEOQ BECAUSE MY WEST
wasn't SUpeErR €ven

¢ 28 — 42 pIcKksS peEr Inch,
= = which averages out to

made in the usa ‘ L]
m S ———— S 3 a1y e T D A 36 ppl
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¢ until 1 learned to only
WEAVE IN 1 INCh sections, 1
had lots Oof BROKEN Warp
threads

¢ In on€ hour session, 1 had
10 BROKEN Warp threaos

¢ 1 had ~40 BROKEN WAaRp
threads across the project
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the sweet spot

4

W morwenna 0 hurlihie

¢ t0 avol0 BROKEN WARp
thRreads, 1 learned that 1
had to weave In the sSweet
Spot (GREEN BOX]

¢ 1 still had BrROKEN WaRrp
threads, BUL 1-2 €EVERY YaRO
INstead of 10 In 6 INches.

A sample for a ORe€SS
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Reaching the end of the warp

i "",

5""':%

|l'!ﬁﬁ'ﬂ
S

i '»‘
V‘» Dt "l

L L ‘I"

) "‘P"'ﬂi!. \I h‘év’i

morwenna 0 hurlihie A sample for a ORess

34



FaN e -

SRR SN ) , . N
. g}

&
2
<
(a4
5}
W
2
o 2
m <
L W
(7p)
2 3
= e
5
= @
@) e
v ew
W £ e =
QO + z
h - 3 =
N i 7= s
O.n, E
- 8 -
ot 1 R ;
T :
e




attempting to show the
length, But my helpers helped
t0o0 much

OOBIN 1S In the front
f1tz 1S BY the coffee tasBle
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ORYING the cloth

¢ NO faBRIC IS don€e until you
wash It

¢ used hot water and dawn
Oish soap, what 1 use to
wash fleeces

¢ J10 not agitate 1t much to
minimize felting

¢ stretched 1t Across the
WARPING BOARO TO ORY
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hemming the winingas

morwenna 0 hurlihie

¢ hemmed the cut €nds of
the faBrIC with a Blanket
stitch

¢ Us€d A BRONZE needle and
leftover weft thread
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€eNOS MOO€led aft

morwenna 0 hurlihie

€ER talan’'s existinGg pair
WININGASs
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A PAIR Of wiIningas
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RaNOOM f[actoids

€EVERY INCh of the
~2,600 YAROS
(~1.5 mIlLeS]

Of Varn
went through my
hanos
at least four times

w MoORrRWENNA O hurlihie

¢ SpINNING
¢ wInoing the skein

¢ windinGg the Ball of warp
OR WIndInGg the quill (weft)

¢ WIindInGg the warp OR
WEAVING (WELT)

A sample for a ORe€ss
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some statistics (all times approximate]

¢ sSpINNING 1,300 YarOs of ¢ WAaRrRpING Loom: 8 hOours
WaRrp: 18 hours ¢ SpINNING 1,300 Yards Of
¢ WINOING WARP Yarn: 1 hour WeEft: 18 hours
¢ soakinGg warp In flax Ggoop: ¢ WINOING WEFL yarn: 1 hour
1 hour .
washing Weft: 2 hours
(not counting OrRYING tiIME] 9 F
¢ WInoING quills: 2 hours
¢ WIndING WAaRrp INto Ball:
1 hour ¢ WE€AVING: 40 hOUuRSs
* Wlnolnq Wanp: 4 hOURS ¢ WAShInG ':ABRIC: 1 hOuRr
¢ sleying ReEd: 1 hour * hemmingG: 1 hour

w total active time: 99 hours
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REMEMBER: 1 cheated

¢ | started with wool that
had Been washed and
carded/comBed BY A mill

¢ | spun all my yarn on a
spINninGg wheel

As an €arly pPERIOO PERSONA:

¢ 1 would start with a fleece
that 1 would need to wash
and coms

¢ 1 would spin all the yarn

¢ 1 used A MOOErRN fOUur shaft on a spmodle

horizontal jack loom

w MoORrRWENNA O hurlihie

¢ 1 Would weave on a wWarp-
welighted loom
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for the future frock (estimated]

¢ 1 neeOd 8 YAROS Of fAaBRIC * YaRNn PROCeESSING (skeming,
R % washing, ad0ING SI1Z€): ~20
¢ 9 YAROS X 24" WIOE X 36" €pI

houRrs
= 7,776 YAROS Of WARp
¢ WINOING and BEAMING WARP:
¢ Aanother 7,776 yaroOs of WeFt, ~924 hounrs

plus thread, €tc:

¢ WEAVING: 60 hOURS (GUESS]
~16,000 YAROS Of VaRrRn

¢ MakinGg ORESS: 40 hOURrs

¢ ~4 pounds of wool (GUESS]
ApprROXIMately 20 8-10 hour APpRrROXIMately 20 8-10 hour
days Of spInning Oays Of WeavinGg and SEWING
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